A simple method for the derivation of the international normalized ratio for the reporting of prothrombin time results.
In order to harmonize the prothrombin time (PT) reporting systems, the World Health Organization, in collaboration with the International Committee on Thrombosis and Hemostasis, and the International Council on the Standardization in Hematology proposed a reporting system, the so-called international normalized ratio (INR). As the calculation of the INR depends on mathematical formula requiring a special calculator or mathematic tables, its derivation is associated with some difficulties and errors. In this article a nomogram is presented, by which derivation of the INR from different PT reporting methods can be easily done within a few seconds.